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considered not to be the fashion for men and women
to drink and take intoxicating drugs. All the same
It Is an uphill fight that we are fighting In trying
to remove this evil from our midst.
" It is a matter of great regrets deep reg?et, for
me to have to say that the existing Government has
made of this evil a source of very large revenue,
amounting to nearly twenty-five crores* of rupees.
But I am thankful to say that the* women of India
have risen to the occasion In combating it by peace-
ful means, that is, by a fervent appeal to those who
are given to the drink habit to give it up, and by
an equally fervent appeal to the liquor-dealers. A
great impression has been created upon thjose who
are addicted to drink and drug-taking.
" I wish that it were possible for me to say that
In this at least we were receiving the hearty co-opera-
tion of the rulers. If we could only have received
their co-operation without any legislation, I dare
say that we would have achieved this reform and
banished intoxicating drink and drugs from our
afflicted land.
** There is a force which has constructive effect
and which has been put forth by the nation during
this struggle. That is the great care for the semi-
starved millions scattered throughout the 700,000
villages dotted over a surface 1*900 miles long and
1,500 miles broad. It is a painful phenomenon
that these simple villagers, through no fault of their
own, have nearly six months of the year Idle
their hands.
* Crete = 10,000.   Rupee = one sMEing and sixpence*
E